Sex and Relationships Education at The Christian School (Takeley)

Policy Statements

It is the policy of the school that;

· The primary responsibility for sex education rests with the parents and is best taught within the context of the family

· When sex is spoken about it should be with reverence and purity

· When issues of confidentiality arise parents and students must understand that these will be referred back to the home

· The school will seek to involve pastoral ministries of the church where necessary but only with the consent of the parents 

· Apart from the biological aspects of sex education detailed in the national curriculum, sex education does not form part of the curriculum at KS1 and 2

· At KS1 and 2 issues to do with relationships are taught through the PSHE curriculum

· At KS3 and 4 the biological aspects of sex education are taught through Science lessons as detailed in the national curriculum

· Sex education at KS 3 and 4 may be taught as part of the tutorial programme or maybe supported in the home

· Relationships education at KS3 and 4 will be taught through the tutorial programme

· This policy and all teaching materials are available for inspection on the web site and at the school

The values the school would seek to promote in relation to sexuality are expressed through the following statement

Statement On Sexuality

We affirm that human sexuality is a joyful gift of the Creator God. Sexual intercourse is a celebration of intimacy as well as procreation, intended to be enjoyed between one man and one woman in lifelong commitment, in the context of publicly recognized marriage.

We therefore recognize that consent to sexual intercourse is limited in God's purposes, not according to age alone, but according to married status.

We affirm that single people are called to celibacy outside marriage and that human fulfillment in the single state can be attained without finding expression in sexual intercourse,

We encourage everyone, including married partners, to exercise such self-control that their sexuality is not coercive or oppressive but an expression of gentleness and kindness,

We acknowledge that the Bible condemns as sin all our selfish failures to reflect its God-given norms. We believe, however, the same Bible demonstrates Jesus' readiness to forgive and accept those who repent of sexual sins as well as sins of greed, exploitation or injustice.

We remain unconvinced by secular attempts to explain the origins of individual homosexual orientation. On our part we recognise the vital distinction the Bible makes between the experience of temptation and the consent of sin. We consider that homosexual practice, male or female, is always and everywhere against the created order and God's law.

We attest that God's renewing power and love have enabled many to experience a transformation from their former sexual condition and find fulfillment in heterosexual marriage. Others have found, in caring Christian relationships, the opportunity to give and receive forgiveness bringing them fulfillment whilst remaining celibate. Those who are single and committed to chastity, whatever their sexual orientations, are just as welcome in the fellowship of our churches as their married brothers and sisters.

We call on Christian men and women, together with all others who are committed to the renewal of marriage and family life, to reaffirm their belief in such values as the normal, natural and positive context for sexual expression in our world.

Biblical Background

Human sexuality

Image: God made man and woman in His own image (Genesis 1:27)
Complementarity: Human beings come in two delightfully different kinds for companionship (Genesis 2:18-23).
Marriage: God's framework for man/woman 'togetherness' - physical union seals and cements lifelong covenant (Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:4-6).
Children: The 'one flesh' union normally leads to children (Genesis 1:27-28)
Celibacy: marriage is to be honoured but it is not the only pattern for Christian life. Singleness is also pleasing to the Lord, and can be a preferable situation (1 Corinthians 7 ). The life of Jesus Christ Himself has sanctified the unmarried state.

Symbols: marriage, fatherhood, motherhood and family all reflect the divine nature. For example - Hosea 2, Mark 2 :19, Ephesians 5: 21-33, Revelation 21 :1-2,9 (marriage), Hosea 11 :1-3, Romans 8:15- 17, Ephesians 3:15 (fatherhood), Isaiah 49:15 (motherhood), Hebrews 2:11 - 12 (brotherhood).

Raymond Johnston, late Director of CARE Campaigns

Operational Policy

Before a series of sex and relationship education sessions are taught at KS3 ansd 4 parents will be invited in to spend an evening reviewing the materials to be used and discussing the methods of teaching. It might be the case that in some years the consensus will be that it is not necessary to deliver lessons at the school.

These sessions will be open to all parents and provide a forum to support what is being taught in the home through discussion and the sharing of appropriate materials.

If as a result of these meetings a parent wishes to withdraw their child from lessons then they may do so, but it is hoped that a consensus will be arrived at and the primary role of the parents in this will be supported.

