Provision for Special Educational Needs and pupils whose first language is not English

Summary

The school aims to be an inclusive establishment within the bounds of a balanced class environment and the facilities on the site. If a child has a ‘statement of educational need’, the school will fulfil the terms of the statement and will seek to follow best practice. 

Please note that the financial responsibility for this will rest with the family.

The Head Teacher has overall responsibility for Special Educational Needs and will delegate particular tasks to members of staff or suitably competent parent volunteers depending on the individual needs of the child.

Defining ‘Special Educational Needs’

Children have special educational needs (SEN) if they have a learning difficulty which calls for special educational provision to be made for them.

Children have a learning difficulty if they:

(a) have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of children of the same age; or

(b) have a disability which prevents them or hinders them from making use of educational facilities of a kind generally provided for children of the same age in school

(c) fall within the definition at (a) or (b) above or would so do if special educational provision was not made for them.

Special educational provision means provision which is additional to or otherwise different from that made generally for children of their age.

Adapted from SEN Code of Practice.

Transferring between schools

Transfer of SEN children between schools must be carefully planned especially between Key Stages. Transfers cannot be made under certain circumstances, for example, within a year of  a Statement of SEN being made. Judgements will be made by the LEA on the basis of educational suitability as stated below.(9:40)

The role of the Local Education Authority (LEA)

Part of the role of the Local Education Authority (LEA) is to ensure that needs are matched by provision. LEAs should work with schools to evaluate the effectiveness of their school funding arrangements in supporting and raising the achievement of children with SEN.

Children with SEN but no official ‘statement’.

The LEA will support pupils with SEN but no statement, through School Action and School Action Plus. They are able to support maintained schools financially from centrally held funds but not this school. All provision has to be made from within the school budget.

School Action is where a class teacher identifies a child with SEN and provides interventions that are additional to or different from those provided as part of the school’s usual differentiated curriculum offer and strategies. An Individual Education Plan (IEP) will usually be prepared. These must be made available to the school. 

School Action Plus comes into play when during a review of the IEP it is decided to involve an outside agency. All agencies involved must be made known to the school.

Where school action plus has failed over a reasonable period of time and alternative strategies have failed, the school must make an application for a statutory assessment to the LEA which the LEA must do. It is the statutory right of the school to do so. Parents may also make this request. From this assessment a Statement of SEN may be made. 

The ‘Statement of Special Educational Needs’

The statement must specify

(a) any appropriate facilities and equipment, staffing arrangements and curriculum

(b) any appropriate modifications to the application of the National Curriculum

(c) any appropriate exclusions from the application of the National Curriculum, in detail, and the provision which it is proposed to substitute for any such exclusions in order to maintain a balanced and broadly based curriculum; and

(d) where residential accommodation is appropriate, that fact.

The statement must be specific in terms of hours of intervention needed.

The Christian School and statutory responsibility

Non-maintained schools do not have a statutory duty towards pupils with SEN. However, the Christian school does have a clear policy towards pupils with SEN and operates the code of practice on ‘School Action’ and up to ‘School Action Plus’.

Pupils with SEN but without statements, will be treated as fairly as all other applicants for admission. They will not be refused on the basis of their SEN. 

Children with SEN and an official ‘statement’

For children with statements or in the process of obtaining one, the school is not normally able to accept these children unless it can be shown that the following is true;

(8:97)
Parents may choose to place a child with a statement in an independent school… at their own expense…the LEA must be satisfied that the school is able to make special education provision for the child that meets their special educational needs before they are relieved of their duty to arrange provision in an appropriate school… Parents should not be treated as having made suitable arrangements if the arrangements do not include a realistic possibility of funding those arrangements for a reasonable period of time. The LEA are, ..., still under a duty to maintain the child’s statement and to review it annually, following the procedures set out…

If the LEA were not funding the statement, the school would have to be sure that the parents or other external body funded the extra provision stated and that there would be a long-term commitment to this funding. The LEA would have to be satisfied that the SEN provision were sufficient to meet the needs of the child and that they would have full access to the relevant parts of the National Curriculum.

If a child is accepted on School Action or School Action Plus and it subsequently becomes evident that a statement is necessary, then the school will endeavour to meet the needs of the child. However it may not be able to efficiently do so or bear the additional expense. This will be a decision made between the school and the parents and eventually the LEA. It should be noted that we do not know what this means in practice but the school would always seek to act in the best interests of the family and the school.

The LEA and independent schools

A non-maintained provider may be named on a statement (Section 27 of the Education Act 1996) unless the LEA find the provider to be unsuitable (Section 9 of the Education Act 1996). The LEA must have regard to the parents’ wishes, so far that it is “compatible with the efficient instruction and training of the child and the avoidance of unreasonable public expenditure.” (8:60) 

The LEA is bound to place a student in a named maintained school but “ should consider very carefully a preference stated by parents for… (an) independent school.”(8:65). Parents are able to nominate a preferred maintained school if they fail to prove the case that the statement should be funded in a non-mainstream setting, fund the provision themselves or provide what is needed otherwise than at school to the satisfaction of the LEA.

The LEA and reviews

It is the LEA’s duty to ensure that a statement is maintained and review it annually even if parents’ choose to educate their child otherwise than at school (8:95) or educate a child at their own expense.

It is the LEA that decides if a statement is to cease. 

