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HOMEWORK

Infant School
In the infant school pupils are given homework that will last only about 10 minutes. (Although we would like to think that sometimes the parents might enhance the subject through some fun or discussion at home.) 

Setting homework at this stage serves several functions:

· it opens opportunity for home – school interaction

· children learn that books go home, work is done and the books come back on time – all tightly supported by teacher and parent at this stage but setting a good model for the future

· parents get involved in the work at home – leading to conversation and further exploration of new topics

· parents see their child “in action” in terms of how they work and learn.

· it allows practise, reinforcement or extension of work in class

· pupils learn that “school” skills and routines belong in the home environment as well as in school.

Junior School

Homework is an important part of the partnership between the school and home.  It enables parents to participate in what is being taught at school.  Work done at home consolidates and extends students’ learning and, hopefully, sets in place good habits and routines to carry through to the senior school. In the early stages parental involvement is key to initial learning.
In Mathematics pupils can expect to be asked to learn number facts and practice problem solving skills; in languages they will learn vocabulary and prepare written and spoken work; in the sciences, humanities and arts they will commit to memory facts and reflect on provocative questions posed by the teacher or formulated by the class. In all subjects pupils will need to reflect on their learning and read to inform themselves. 
Sometimes homework will involve working on presentation. It is not expected that homework well be simply finding out activities or completion of rote exercises but will involve solving problems, investigating and proving or disproving assertions. We want to encourage pupils to be observant, curious and diligent. Through homework we want to enable pupils to reflect, think and pay attention to detail. 

It is important that the children are read to, and read for themselves regularly at home.   

Our expectations are that

1. Homework is achievable and relevant.

2. Homework is marked and reviewed in a meaningful way.

3. Parents get involved in teaching basics such as reading, spelling, telling the time and learning number facts and encourage and participate in as much of the learning as is practical.

4. Parents check the quality of work: looking at presentation, underlining, handwriting and thoroughness.

5. There is effective communication between home and teachers. This is achieved through the use of a homework bag and diary, which goes home everyday and is brought in every morning. This needs to be checked each evening and the homework diary signed. This is important because even though there may not be any homework there may be a comment or communication from the teacher or the parent may wish to add a comment about circumstances at home that might affect the day’s schooling. 

Senior School

Rationale for homework

“A good, well-managed homework programme helps children and young people to develop the skills and attitudes they will need for successful lifelong learning. Homework also supports the development of independent learning skills and provides parents with an opportunity to take part in their child’s education.” (www.teachernet.gov/management)

As staff in the senior school we see a great value in homework. 

In terms of study, homework provides opportunities for:

reinforcement – practising and consolidating skills learnt in class

extended learning – a chance to spend time on longer tasks such as essays and projects

research – gathering information for themselves from a variety of sources

preparation – time to think and plan in preparation for a class task or activity

originality – some lovely ideas are generated at home by pupils inspired by  topic

thinking time – especially for an open ended task

In terms of study skills and personal development, homework helps teach pupils to:

· be organised

· be self-disciplined

· be motivated

· study independently

Parents and homework

We highly value the support of parents at home. This is an opportunity for parents to get involved in what their children are doing, to encourage them to do their best and to help give value to what the teacher is doing.

While pupils are in the lower senior school we expect our parents to be very involved in their child’s homework – checking that they are doing all the tasks set in that day and making sure that the standard of presentation is good. As the child gets older this involvement can decrease as the individual becomes more able to be self-motivated and organised.

Our goal is to enable pupils to achieve their potential. We have to accept that some children will be reluctant to get down to work outside school and will need to learn the necessary organisational skills. The level of homework and preparation set is not high, particularly in the lower senior years. We do want pupils to have opportunities to pursue out of school activities such as dance, sport, music and the care of animals as well as engage in the care of the home and serving the family. Our aim is to preserve a balance between school and home life where homework is part of the routine. 

How we help pupils organise their homework.

1. Pupils have a homework diary and teachers make clear what has been set and when the work needs to be given in.

2. Homework diaries can be used as a means of communication between parents and school.

3. Y7 and Y8 (and sometimes Y9) parents are asked to check diaries daily and sign them to say that the work has been completed.

4. Y7 and Y8 parents check the standard of presentation of work, help their child make improvements if necessary and sign the work to show that they have done this.

5. Lower senior diaries are checked each Monday morning in tutor time and this is an opportunity for the tutor to check how things are going and to pick up on any problems.

6. A homework monitor system in school helps make sure no one forgets to give in work.

7. If senior school homework is not completed or is handed in late then this will be noted by the relevant teacher on their weekly record sheet and the pupil will be given an afternoon break detention that day.

Our commitment throughout the school
As a staff it is our job to make sure that:

· homework is relevant

· within the child’s capabilities 

· will not take an unreasonable amount of time

· will be carefully marked and reviewed 

Where parents would like to discuss homework, or any other aspect of their child’s learning, we are happy to find time to do this.
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